
ALTERNATIVES TO
SINGLE-USE PLASTIC

Plastic packaging
and utensils are
discarded into
the trash
or littered and get
washed away to
sea.

W H Y   I T   M A T T E R S

T H E   I S S U E

FOR THE ARTISAN FARMERS' MARKET

University of
British Columbia

Artisan Farmers'
Market

Metro Vancouver farmers' markets are phasing
out single-use plastics at weekly markets

beginning summer 2020.

1

O U R  A P P R O A C H

There is an
"estimate that at
least 5.25 trillion
plastic particles
weighing
268,940 tons are
currently
floating at sea."
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W H A T  W E  F O U N D

Effects at Sea Effects on Land

Plastic pollution
harms marine
wildlife as well
as organisms
higher up in the
food chain.

PACKAGING USED BY VENDORS

Pre-Packaged
Items in Plastic

Bags

Plastic
Garbage Bags

Plastic
Gloves

Paper
Bags

Clamshell
Containers

W A S T E  R E D U C T I O N  T I M E L I N E

Minor Concerns:
Product protection during transportation, resources required to clean
reusable materials, weight of packaging materials 
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Plastic packaging
and utensils are
discarded into the
trash or littered
and end up in 
landfills or local
environments.

Plastic materials
persist
between  
thousands to
millions of
years. 5

N O W  W H A T ?

Glassine
Bags

Cardboard
Boxes

Reusable
Gloves

Pre-Packaged Items
in Reusable Produce

Bags

Plastic breaks
down into
microparticles
that leach into
the soil and
water systems. 6

Based on our literature analysis, vendor
surveys and audit results, these

suggestions are possible alternative for
commonly used packaging in the markets.

Percentage of Vendor Using Each:
35% 10% 6%7% 7%

2019 (Sept-Dec) Jan - Apr May 1 2021 20222020

Initial Market Audit Pilot Year Alternatives Research Plastic Free at AFM Transition Year in Canada Full Policy 
Implementation

N E X T  S T E P S

By        single-use plastic consumption, this       pollution
within oceans and local soils,       community food security

for the vendors and customers of the AFM.

VENDOR CONCERNS OF PLASTIC ELIMINATION

ARTISAN FARMERS' MARKET MISSION
"To connect consumers directly with local farmers, small

food producers and artisanal makers in order to support the
community’s financial, social and environmental objectives."

FOR VENDORS

Offer
reusable

packaging

Gradually
transition to
non-plastic
alternatives

Create
incentives for

customers
bringing
reusable

containers
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Creation of a single-use alternative solutions
catalogue catered towards vendor concerns to ease the

transition towards non-plastic packaging. 

O U R  G O A L

Consider
implementing

a "return-it"
program

Encourage
public

to bring
reusable

items

Introduce
incentives for
plastic-free

vendors

FOR MANAGEMENT

*

* reusable container and utensil program

Cardboard-based
Clamshell
Containers


