
An. Huynh, 2019. Cultural Food Assets. Retrieve from: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5331fcb2e4b0e20b5f817c65/t/5d3925c53c832a000195e636/1564026406730/cover.pdf
Chennault, C., Klavitter, L, Sutton, L. (2019). Visceral Encounters: A Political Ecology of Urban Land, Food, and Housing in Dubuque, Iowa. Social Sciences, 8(4). Doi: https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci8040122
Datta, R. (2019). Sustainability: Through cross-cultural community garden activities. Local Environment, 24(8), 762-776. doi:10.1080/13549839.2019.1641073
Hite, E.B., Perez, D., D’Ingeo, D., Boston, Q., &amp; Mitchell, M. (2017). Intersecting race, space, and place through community gardens. Annals of Anthropological Practice, 41(2), 55-66. Doi: https://doi-org.ezproxy.library.ubc.ca/10.1111/napa.12113
Lee, V. N. (2012). Community gardens. University of Washington. Retrieve from: http://depts.washington.edu/open2100/pdf/2_OpenSpaceTypes/Open_Space_Types/cgaren_typology.pdf
Morrison, Dawn. “Final Activity Report.” B.C. Food Systems Network Working Group on Indigenous Food Sovereignty. March 2008. 1-22. Retrieved from: https://www.indigenousfoodsystems.org/sites/default/files/resources/WGIFS_Final_Report_March_08.pdf
Passidomo, C. (2014). Whose right to (farm) the city? Race and food justice activism in post-Katrina New Orleans. Agriculture and Human Values, 31(3), 385-396. doi: 10.1007/s10460-014-9490-x
Seto, D (2009). Diversity and Engagement in alternative food practice: community gardens in Vancouver, B.C. University of Calgary. Retrieve from: http://hdl.handle.net/2429/39820
Shinew, K. J., Glover, T. D., & Parry, D. C. (2004). Leisure spaces as potential sites for interracial interaction: Community gardens in urban areas. Journal of Leisure Research, 36(3), 336-355. doi:10.1080/00222216.2004.11950027
Slocum, R (2006). Anti-Racist Practice and the Work of Community Food Organizations. Antipode, 28, 327-349. Doi: 10.1111/j.1467-8330.2006.00582.x

Designing programs following the racial equity toolkit + programming led by
people of color or low income community members within the garden.

Holding training sessions for facilitators and staff at the community garden + the
use of culturally inclusive language.

Having open dialogues on discrimination, encouraging the use of creative
information dissemination + introducing cross-cultural activities.

Recommendations

Literature
 Review

Project Objectives

Case Study
Analyses

Address the issue of oppression - specifically racism and classism - acting as a
barrier to inclusive, welcoming community garden spaces within municipalities in
British Columbia.

Explore the ways community gardens can promote community food security,
which occurs when all individuals in a community having access to affordable,
safe, culturally appropriate, ecologically responsible and nutritionally adequate
food at all times (Hamm and Bellows, 2003).

Create synergy between community food security and inclusion of social
justice that can result in more equitable and just relationships with community
gardens, food, and all community members.

Results

Community garden initiative under
the PHABC launched in 2009.
Originally created as innovative
way to bring together individuals
with developmental disabilities and
their neighbours.
Focuses on fostering social
inclusion and sense of space and
belonging, developing food
growing skills, promoting
intergenerational knowledge
transfer, and supporting food
security.

A voluntary, non-profit, non-
government organization that
provides leadership to promote
health, well-being and social
equity.
Founded in 1953, PHABC consists
of close to 500 members.
Oversees 'Can You Dig It'
community garden initiative,
which created and supported
nearly 40 community gardens,
engaging over over 40 partner
organizations and 1,700 gardeners.

DBCFSN located in Detroit, MI              HUA Foundation in Vancouver, BC

Successful community gardens tend use a bottom-
up approach to facilitate the inclusion of
historically marginalized groups in diverse
communities.

DBCFSN saw an imbalance of power and privilege
with predominantly white facilitators for their
project Undoing Racism.

HUA Foundation needed more culturally relevant
language when addressing local communities,
particularly youth.

Utilization of the racial equity toolkit - a set of
questions that guide the development,
implementation, and evaluation of programs -
provides data in order to address racial inequity on
individual, institutional, and structural levels.

Engaging the local community is key to successful
and diverse participation in community gardens.
Decisions being made by the entire group rather
than positions of power create equity and inclusion
for all voices to be heard.

Undoing Racism in the Detroit Black Community
Food Security Network (DBCFSN):

Creating community centers and establishing
farms in a low economic area.
Promote food security and food justice.
Accurately represent the black population in the
leadership.

The Choi project - HUA Foundation in Vancouver's
Chinatown:

Build supporting spaces to grow culturally
appropriate vegetables and help young Asian
diaspora to recognize their diverse identification.
Advance equity at the intersection of cultural
identity, space, and community.

Community Gardens:
Neighbourhood spaces designed, developed, and
managed by local residents on vacant land with
implicantions for the food security of a community
(Lee, 2012).

Produce food, act as a space for community
members to come together and interact, help
growers develop networks, and help to build
cultural bridges (Datta, 2019).

Not exempt from the race- and class-based
disparities present in the modern food system.

However, they can be spaces for cross-
cultural collaboration and social inclusion with the
support of cities and communities.

Food systems were built on generations of
genocide, slavery, and on racist institutions that
have historically dispossessed racialized groups of
their culture, land, wealth, and dignity, in gender-
and class-specific ways (Slocum, 2006).

Building Inclusive Neighborhoods
A Case Study of

Urban Municipalities'
Community Gardens


